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Objective:  The objective of my project was to determine whether or not vision has an affect on how people perceive what
they taste. 
Materials and Methods: I conducted two experiments. I had two groups of six people each, one group was blindfolded
and one wasn#t.   I asked people to write down what they thought they were tasting.
a) In the first experiment, I used four #flavors# of soda.  I used three canned sodas  (strawberry, pineapple, and lemon) and
I also used an orange colored drink that was not orange soda but sugar seltzer water with orange food coloring. 
b) My other experiment, I used four flavors of Jelly Bellies as the items I asked people to taste.  The flavors were apple,
cherry, orange, lemon and watermelon. 
Results:  Generally, the people in the sighted group were able to more accurately determine what it was they were tasting.
For the Jelly Belly Experiment, the Sighted Group had an average of 2 out of 3 answers correct and the Blindfolded Group
had an average of 1 out of 3 answers correct. For the Soda Experiment, the Sighted group had and average of 4 out of 5
and the Blindfolded Group had an average of 2 out of 5. This indicates that vision has an impact on taste.  In addition, this
was reinforced by the results from the orange colored drink where the Sighted Group was fooled into thinking it had orange
flavor when it did not. 
Discussion:  The evidence I gathered from my experiment demonstrated to me that vision does have an affect on the
perception of taste.  Seeing what we are tasting can improve how accurately we identify the item. The data from the Soda
and Jelly Belly experiments showed that the sighted group correctly identified the flavor more often than the blindfolded
group when the flavor and appearance were related. flavor. However, when there is no relationship between appearance
and what was tasted (the "orange soda"), the appearance again had an affect on the perception of taste.

Summary Statement  (In one sentence, state what your project is about.)

I am investigating the conncetions between the senses of sight and taste.
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