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Objective:  The objective is to determine whether third graders will retain more information with positive
reinforcement than without.

Materials and Methods:  Classes will be given a pre-test on Roman numerals and will be told to do their best. 
The pre-tests will be collected and the students will be shown a video about Roman numerals.  After the video
they will take the same test again as a post-test.  For half (five) of the classrooms, after the pre-test is taken, the
class will be told that if they pay attention to the video and do well on the post-test, they will receive a reward
(mini M&M’s).  For the other half of the classes, nothing will be said about a treat.  The collected tests will be
graded.  The improvement of each set of classes (with and without reinforcement) will be averaged together. 
The results will be compared, and a conclusion will be made.

Results:  Classes tested without positive reinforcement had, on average, a 57.9% improvement, while the
classes with positive reinforcement improved by 64.5%.  The average test score of children who had positive
reinforcement was 6.6% higher than the children tested without it.

Conclusions:  Positive reinforcement is effective in improving test scores.

Summary Statement  (In one sentence, state what your project is about.)

This experiment tests the effectiveness of positive reinforcement on third-grade students in a classroom
situation
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