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Corals house over 25% of all ocean species, including 1,000,000 species of fish, while only
taking up 0.2% of the world’s oceans.  Corals provide food, shelter and protection to fish and
other marine animals. Humans have killed coral by polluting the seas with silt and sewage,
fishing with cyanide and dynamite. Yet there is one potential man-made threat more dangerous
to corals than all of these combined: global warming. My project simulated the effects of global
warming on coral by increasing the water temperature for corals in small aquariums, to test my
hypothesis that the corals bleach. I increased the water temperature of the aquariums to 32EC; 5-
9 times higher than the predictions for global warming of 1-2EC.  I found that the corals, instead
of bleaching as I posed in my hypothesis, not only survived, but also thrived.

Summary Statement  (In one sentence, state what your project is about.)

My project simulated the effects of global warming on coral by increasing the water temperature for
corals in small aquariums
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Father set up electical system for aquarium pumps, lights, filters.


