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Objective: Our objective was to determine the amount of bacteria found in lipstick testers compared to
new unopened lipstick. 
Materials and Methods: At three different locations, we took samples of lipstick testers and
unopened lipsticks. We used sterile cotton swabs to apply the samples to the petri dishes. After a
period of six days in an incubator, we recorded our observations.  We observed any changes that
occurred after seventeen days as well. 
Results: Our results showed that we had hypothesized correctly. The petri dishes with the samples
from the lipstick testers had grown larger amounts of bacteria, ranging from one millimeter to seven
centimeters.  The petri dishes with samples of the new lipsticks showed no signs of bacteria. 
Discussion: Have you ever wondered what’s lurking in the lipstick testers found in every mall and
most local drugstores? Our experiment compared the growth of bacteria in makeup counter testersand
unopened lipstick. Makeup should be changed every 30 months, as said by an FDA report last year.
Studies have shown that the bacteria in cosmetic products grow very rapidly, and must be watched
carefully to prevent the spread of disease, anything from the common cold to herpes sipmlex.

Summary Statement  (In one sentence, state what your project is about.)

Our project shows the comparison of the amount of bacteria in lipstick testers to the unopened lipstick.
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