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The objective of the experiment was to observe the effects of various ocean pollutants on
Cladaphora algae.  The specific purpose was to see if the algae could survive or adapt to the polluted
environments.  The method that the group took in order to measure the progress of the algae was by
taking dissolved oxygen readings. There were various different containers of algae, the different
pollutants that were added were as follows:  waste (feces and urine), oil, and a "mixture" (cigarette
butts, burnt paper, plastic, etc).  Once the pollutants were added the group began to continually take
dissolved oxygen readings to track its progress.  In the process of adding the pollutants, we began to
add ocean water in order to even out the water with the amount of pollutin that was continuously being
added. Originally, the group thought that the pollutants would immediately stifle the algae and
therefore kill it.  Nevertheless, much to our astonishment the dissolved oxygen readings rose once the
pollution was added.  We then noticed that dissolved oxegyn readings did as expected begin to
decline.  However, in the week that we began to add ocean water, as mentioned above, the readings
again began to increase.  The results in the algae’s dissolved oxegyn delinetate the final conclusion that
the algae adapted to the polluted environments.  In observing the exact process however, we concluded
that it was most likely a combination of the addition of salt water and the adaptation that allowed the
algae to survive.

Summary Statement  (In one sentence, state what your project is about.)

The effects of ocean pollution on Cladaphora Algae.
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