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The central California coast hosts highly significant populations of Pacific shorebirds. Large-scale anthropogenic
factors have dramatically altered their environment.   Yet, it seems that little information exists regarding factors
that determine what shorebirds occur in particular habitats and why.  This information is crucial to
understanding the effects of these environmental changes on shorebirds and how best to correct for detrimental
changes that have occurred.  I am in the process of testing hypotheses regarding the ecological distribution of
shorebirds within and between habitats along the central California coast.  One the primary factors I am looking
at is the relationship between morphology and habitat occupation across species.  I am also censusing shorebirds
in different habitats to obtain a measure of relative habitat use to determine habitat importance.  My preliminary
results indicate a fairly high degree of specialization and substantial difference in habitat use during the winter
(salt marsh mudflats being very important followed by salt ponds with shallow water) and that there are
morphological correlates of habitat distribution (medium to large shorebirds with long legs and bills are habitat
generalists).  These data are quite interesting, and I plan on taking at least 4 more seasons of data.

Summary Statement  (In one sentence, state what your project is about.)

My research is concerned with morphological correlates of ecological distribution and the relative
importance of habitats to shorebirds.
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