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Objectives/Goals
We did our project because we were interested in the eating habits of woodland birds.

Methods/Materials
We investigated the effects of location, environment, and seed type and tested the hypotheses by
measuring the weight of seeds eaten and by observing which birds ate which seeds under different
conditions.

Results
In our experiments that tested the effect of location, we found that birds preferred the feeder under a tree,
and that the distance from the ground had no effect in the open, but did have some effect under a tree. 
In our experiments that tested the effect of environment, we showed that color of the bird feeder had little
effect on bird preferences, the presence of a decoy-owl caused birds to avoid the feeder, but if the owl
remained there for a week, birds became use to the owl and they were no longer affected by its presence. 
In our experiments that tested the effect of seed type, we discovered that birds preferred the bigger
sunflower seeds and we found that birds avoided blue and red dyed seeds and greatly preferred the more
natural yellow-dyed corn. 
In our experiments involving observations, we observed 14 bird species over 13.5 hours. There were
strong preferences by species for different seeds. Also, some bird species preferred to feed on the ground
and some preferred the feeder. In addition, when the owl was present at least one bird avoided the owl
entirely.

Conclusions/Discussion
In conclusion, birds have definite preferences and birds differ in their preferences and ability to adapt to
different conditions.

In our project we wanted to see if seed-eating birds preferred different conditions during feeding.
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