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Objectives/Goals
The purpose of the experiment was to see whether a diet inclusive of acai berries has an effect on the
immune system.

Methods/Materials
This was tested by obtaining six groups of thirty acai berries. Three groups were fed oatmeal and three
were fed acai berry powder along with oatmeal. One group of each type of worm, oatmeal-fed and
acai-fed, was injected with water, one with E. coli, and one was not injected. The groups of mealworms
were then observed for five days and their deaths were recorded.

Results
After the observation was completed, it was determined that the first two comparisons, the two control
groups (no injection), and the two water injected groups, did not show a significant difference in life span.
However, the third comparison, between the E. coli injected mealworms, did show a statistical difference.
Those that were fed acai berry powder died sooner than those fed just oatmeal, and this comparison
produced a p value of .032, which passes the two proportion Z-test.

Conclusions/Discussion
After this data collection, I determined that the acai berries must have acted as fuel for bacteria growth,
hence the shorter life span for those fed acai berry powder. Therefore, acai berries do not increase
immunity, but they actually decrease it.

The project is testing to see whether acai berries improve immunity.

A registered nurse injected the mealworms for me.
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