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Objectives/Goals Abstract
The objective is to determine the dietary preferences of the Commg Big Chico Creek

de the Cdlifornia
M ethods/M aterials

| caught atotal of 9 garter snakes at various times thr St Of 2013 at the reserve.
While looking for snakes, | also caught the prey anin& seent tests: fish, frog, newt, slug
and earthworm. The snakes were kept in aterrarium for 3 daySY[iO®to scent testing to habituate
them to their new environment. | also habituated the snak action d¥ the scent tests. The scent
animals were put in their own separate terrariums. | ¢ Y ts by putting each of the 5 prey
animalsin aclean jar with 100 ml of filtered water ghgfTe minutes, then removed the
animals. | used adouble control of cologne and wata{for ato ents. | then introduced the scents
into the snake terrarium in arandom order one g 5 each using a Q-tip dipped in asingle
scent and sticking it into the snake tank. The panQf teqgue flicks per minute for each of the 7 scents
was counted and each scent was tested on eagR\d PeQt times for atotal of 21 tests per snake.
The snakes were given a5 minute break bettvgen’\ea Sets. | then sexed, marked, measured, and
weighed each of the snakes prior t@leas ng the he same spot they were found. | released all of the

scent animal s after testing.
Results

| averaged all tongue flick dat&

fish, frogs, and newts and lower ™S

show this data.
Conclusions/Discussion

ch sc ages tongue flicks per minute were relatively high for
er scentstested. | then generated a bar graph to

this arms race is occurri
evolutionary relation

Summary t
| want W |f Common Garter Snakes living on the Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve are
feeding on California Newts by testing their dietary preferences.
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