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. Abstract

ObjectivesGoals \}
Preproduction plastic pellets, called nurdles, are one of the most coparms Rts #Agng the coastline.
The objective of this project isto determine if the presence of nurdlgesQ thsosaciTm#y be affected by the
direction of the surface current. It was hypothesized that if the cufrg S tards the shore, there will

be more nurdles found at the location.
Methods/Materials

Three locations with different directions of surface ¢ ts were cheseMN conduct nurdles counts

4 2asDyi Ng tape was used to mark of f
a 70 centimeters square in the sand. Nurdles were collected™ ' 9d counted from that square.
' dQ current was noted for each trial.

Results

The sites with the current pushing towards the shore

nurdles came from the trials with the current puly
Conclusiong/Discussion

My conclusion is that amount of nurdles | fouQglon the SkQrevsypports that there may be a correlation with

the directions of surface currents ang nurdle wen put in water. Therefore, since surface

currents push around the top 400 s of the ds I ikely that the nurdles are being moved around

with the water. With thisin mind, perh | ean-ups Qe effectively planned at places where the
surface current pushes floating,Jebris o ast

/N

ent N

ibit surface currents may play arolein the distribution of nurdles along the shore.
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