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Objectives/Goals Abstract \)
We chose this project because we were interested in a safer and mogeeecfri od of keeping
away unwanted pests, rather than using toxic pesticides. Recent stigiesya N using natural
plant based oils to repel insects have worked just as well asmsec q ' WaITed to test that theory.
We tested this by timing how long it took for ants to reach a dgahs wasurrounded by different
oils. We compared the results of thisto the results of ' S med that the insecticide
would be far superior than the oils, however we fou iISweragble to keep away the antsfor 10
minutes while still keeping them alive. Our results led us{o s gat the store bought

insecticide, Raid, isthe overall better choice of pesticide.
Methods/Materials

Harvester ants, Store bought insect repellant, Citrong |4 & ), Peppermint oil, Patchouli oil,

Sandalwood oil, Rosemary oil, Ant bait (Marshmall¢ PNQ, Timer, Wooden sticks, Q-tips.
Results

The oils citronella and rosemary were able to e away from the food for 10 minutes while the

other 4 oils were not able to repel the ants. T) , ,
were able to keep the ants away for gbout 2 f] s finally reached the food unaffected. The
insecticide kept the ants away for Wmwhole 10 &S but killed the ants in the process.
Conclusions/Discussion
Our hypothesis was that using 4 sidey
away from food than using pl&gt Ds [ Qpelling properties. The results from our experiment
have proven our hypothesis to be i , ' ici

testing and killed the ants. One pra

Summary
Testing oi Is and store brought pesticide on ants.
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